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Me . . see 

de BH . The Ufefulnefs of Underftanding aright 1. Cor, xiii. 

% MB. That the Charity there mention’d Refers to the Umity of the Chwrch and 

re “ot to the Poor, further Prov’d from the Defcription of Charity there given. 
From this Charity going with us to Heaven. 

My i The pretence of Edification for Schifm, on behalf of Gifted-Men: 

an. s, This n0 Excule, if they had all the Gifts they Pretend. 

0 MG Rven Miraculous Gifts may be Abus’d which is a Demonftration of Frets 

ae Wil. 

MB No fuch Gifts among our Diffenters. , 

- The Schifm at Corinth a Standard to Rule all after Schifms. 

be Hg. The Phrafe of Gifted-Men has been Providentially kept up among Us. 
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Very MM (1.) Country-man. Thank you, Adafter,; rity which follows in this Chapter cannot 

they I for helping me to} be Apply’d to the Poor, but every word 

f the Underftand what is] of it Refers to the Uxity of the Church, and 

bem. HH meant by that Charity which is fpoke of] to that Breach was then made in it at Co- 

aot 1, Cor, xiii. For to many the fenfe and] rinth, by mens Vaunting themfelves in the 

Gift, Meaning of that Admirable Chaprer is loft, | Spiritual Gifts then liberally Beftow’d, and 

ROWME while they think it refers to no more} for this Refufing to Submit themfelves to 

raw than that Charity which is given to the| their Ordinary Superiors in the Church, who 
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Poor. Whereas (as you have Convin’d me) 
it has no Relation to that at all; becaufe 
it fuppofes a Man to give al bis Goods to 
fed the Poor, and yet not to have Charity. 
But when it is Underftood of that Love and 
Charity which the Adembers of the Charch (as 
tia Natural Body) ought to have to one 
another, and the Care of all to Preferve the 
Peace and Unity of the Body, how Excellent 
how Forceable how Eloquent is the Apoftle 
here! He exerts all his Strength upon this 
Noble Subject; and the Expreffions are Char- 
ming even to thofe who Miftake the mean- 
ing of them. And how Ufefull will this 
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aw M be, when rightly underftood, to thofe of 
! For Bi this Age who make fo Slight of the Uni- 
Ff y of the Church, as to think it may be 
he te B Broke upon every Trifling occafion! Nay 
here @ not to Endure to hear it Nam’d, without 
ying, @ throwing Dirt upon it, as Dr. Edwards in 
he what you laft Quoted out of his Usion-Ser- 
mony making this Pretence of the Unity of 
P: the Church the Source of all A4ifchief. 
rine 
of the §  (2.) Rebearf. How Diametrically Oppofit 
wrch. @ this to the Infpir’d -Apoftle ! But becaufe 
Pepery, 0 much Depends upon the right Under- 


aiding of this Chapter, 1 will give you 
fome further Proofs. that the Charity here 
fpoke of was with Relation to the Unity 
ofthe Church, and not that of feediag the 





, fur. The Pathetical Defcription ot Chs- 
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perhaps had not thofe Gifts. Hence they fet 
up for one againft another, fome for Paul, 
fome for Apollos, &c. But all this was a 
Breach of Charity, for, as the Apoftle tells 
them, Charity envieth not, vaunteth not it felf, 
is not Puffed up, feeketh not her own, is not 
eafily Provoked. Beareth all things, believeth 
all things, hopeth all things, Endureth, ai 
things, rather than to make a Schi/m or 
Divifion in. the Church. This is the true 
Senfe and meaning of the words, but they 
are no ways Applicable to that of Relie- 
ving the Poor. 


(3-) Again, the next words make it yet 
Plainer, where thé Apofle gives the Prefe- 
rence to Charity before all other, Gifts, on 
Account of its Duration, even after this Life. 
Charity never Faileth: but whether ther be Pro- 
phecies, they fhall fail, whether ther be Tongues, 
they fhall Ceafe 5 whether ther be Knowledge, it 
Soall Vamifh away : for we Know in Part, and we 
Prophefy in Part but when that which is Per- 
fect is come, then that which is in Part fhall be 
done away. There will be an end of all 
thefe Gifts.. But Charity go’s with us to. Hea~ 
ven. And ther are no Poor to be Reliev’d 
there. But there is perpect Unity and the 
Love of it. Heaven is Unity, and Hell is 
Difcord. And aswe Promote the one or the 
other Here, we fhall have our Portion with 


(4) 


| it There. 



































4.) Country-m. This is a Terrible Con- 
sdtnton for thofe who make fo little of 
the Unity of the Church upon Earth. But 
they fay if | Edefie more by the Preaching 
of one than another, why fhou’d I not 
Hear that one rather than the other? 
And why do’s God give more Gifts to one 
than another, if thefe Gifts may not be 
made ufe of ? Many Precious Gifted- Aten 
might be Silenc’d at this Rate. — r 

Rebearf. He has a ftrange Opinion of his 
own Gifts, who thinks them fo Weceffary as 
that the Church and Religion fhou’d tall with- 
out them! Or that they are worth Div- 
ding the Church, and Caufing a Schifm on 
their Account! Thefe are Afodeft Men in- 
deed! And likely to Promote that Aymi- 
lity requir’d in the Gofpel! We have feen 
their Gifts, and Felt them, and can find no- 
thing Extraordinary in them, but the Fury 
of Pride and Luft of Oppofitson 


(5.) But fuppofe they had all the Gifts 
they Preiend to, and a great deal more ; 
fuppofe they had even the Gift of Adiracles, 
of Healing, of Languages, &c. Suppole they 
Underftood all 22y/terses and all Anowlege ; 
And cou’d fpeak with the Tongues of Aten 
and of Argels, And had Faith even to Re- 
move Mountains; And a Zeal to give all 
their Goods to the Poor, and their very Boas 
to be Burnt, yet, if we will take che po- 
files Determination, all this wou’d be no 
Warrant to Break and Divide the Unny 
of the Church; All thefe Gifts wou'd fig- 
nifie nothing, nor Excufe them from the 
Guilt and the Condemnation of Tearing the 
Body of Chrift which is His Church, And 
the Extraordinary Gifis beftow’d upon them, 
will be a Great Apgravation againit them, 
that they made this ill ufe of them, to 
Caufe Schifms and Divifions by them, rather 
than to Heal the Breaches and toPreferve the 
Peace and Unity ot the Church. For thus 
Our Lord has told Us, Zany will fay to me in 
that Day, Lord, Lerd, bave we not Prophefied 
in thy Name? And in thy Name have Caft 
out Devils? And in thy Name have done many 
wonderful Works? And then will I profe/s unto 
them, I never knew you; Depart from me ye 
ehat work Iniquity. 


(6.) Country-m. Then it is left to the 
Freedom of oor Well to make ill ufe of and 
to Abufe even Miraculous Gifts as well as 
Natural. This is a full Demonftration of 
Free-Will, that the very Gift of A4Gracles, 
which Exceed all our own Powers, yet lay 
not any Reftraine or Force upon our Will, 
which God has Created Free. 


(7-) And, as you have faid, the Condem- 
nation will be Greater of thofe who turn 
even the Gift of AGiracles to a wrong ufe, 
as of thofe to whom Aére is given. There- 
fore let not fuch (if any fuch were amongft | 
us now) be High-Minded but Fear. But, 
alafs, there are none fuch among us, but, 
Men fet out upon their meer Natural Parts 











(and God knows Sorry Ones With many 2s 
them) and on Account of thefe, draw Dif of 
after trem, and Tear and Rend the y “ples 
the Church. ity of 


(8.) Rehearf. It pleas’d God to . 
that firft Schifm in the Chri tian : 
which broke out at Corinth, ang to 9 th, 
rule all the Pretences then fet up foe 
That ail the Leffler Pretences which tho’: 
be fet up for Schifm afterwards in m 
Church, might be left without Excufes . 
Men Deter’d from the Heinoufne/s of the 
Sin of Schifm. 


(9.) Country-m. It feems Providential tha 
this Phrafe of Gifted-Aten was fo Rr 
us'd in the late Times of Schifm ang p, 
bellion, and is ftill Continu’d among yy, 
For it jeads Men to think of thofe Mira. 
culous Gifts, which gave occafion to that 
firft Schifm at Corinth, And there the Aad. 
nefs of our Pretences is fhew’d and Co, 
founded, when our Gifted-Men are Compar’g 
with thefe truly Gified-Aden of whom th 
Apoftie {poke, and whom he Condemm¢, 
How much more wou’d he have Condemn 
our Wretchedly Gifted-Men; and blam’g 
thofe Silly Souls who wou’d be led int 
Schifm by profound dgnorance, Wry-Fass 
Whining-T ones, and Strong-Lungs, atid had 
no other Miracles to fhew! Nay we He 
Teachers to our felves from the Hedges and 
High-Ways, who can neither Read nor Write 
Ditchers and Day-Labonrers, to Head out 
Schifm againft the Church; fome of which 
1 can Name, not Forty Miles from Londm, 
who in order to obtain their Licence x 
Preachers from the Fuftices of Peace at the 
Quarter Seffions, being oblig’d by the Af of 
Toleration to Subferibe certain Articles, fet 
their Adarks inftead of their Names, and 
had their Licence accordingly, no further 
Qualification being Requir’d by the Ad,¢ 
to their Suffcsency and Learning. Yet eva 
thefe wou’d Blame the Schifm of the G 
rinthians, if ever they Heard of it! 


ADVERTISEMENTS; 


Hb Be Bifhop of Swlisbury’s. proper defence, 

A froma Speech cry’d about the ftreets 

in his Name, and faid to have been fpoken 

by him in the Houfe of Lords upon the Bill 

againft Occafional Conformity. 

1 ana the Divine Service, from the G 
venant of Grace, to the Confummation of 


jthe Myftery of Man’s Redemption. By §. 
{Scandret, Prieft of the Church of England: 
| To which is prefix’d a Letter co the Author, 


from the Reverend Mr. Charles Leflie ; Chane 
cellor of the Cathedral of Connor, in the Kings 


idom. of Jreland, 


A Collection of papers concerning what 


{hath been Tranfacted in the Convocation. 


Two Sticks made One, Or, The Devil 
upon Dun. 

Ti Principles of the Diffenters concerning 
Toleration and Occafional Contormity- 
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